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Abstract: Centering upon Electrical World this paper makes an analysis of the imaginary
world order in late Qing science fiction. This paper argues that the “King of Electricity” in
Elecirical World is the most successful literary image of scientist in late Qing fiction. This
figure signifies the revival of traditional Chinese worship of sage—ruler in the heyday of sci-
entific utopianism and has representative significance for our understanding of modern
Chinese view of science and scientist. Concerning the remaking of world order unlike the
mirror-image—~+emaking that aims for China’s hegemony both Electrical World and A
Rustic’s Idle Talk: New Tales seek to transcend nationalism through advanced science and
technology but turn out to be entangled between cosmopolitanism and nationalism and it
is such an complex that defines these texts” emotional intensity and depth of thought.
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